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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Application Papers 
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10)EI The drawing(s) filed on 17 November 2003 Is/are: a)|EI accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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Art Unit: 2854 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fujishiro 
(JP407315590A). 

Fujishiro a cartridge for insertion into a digital printing device, said cartridge 
including a casing having a first portion for receiving and completely enclosing a supply 
of cut sheet print media (Fig. 1 . 1 1 ), a print media exit opening (14) arranged in said first 
portion of the casing and a pickup roller(Fig. 3) assembly including, a drive shaft (Fig. 
3), one or more pick up rollers (22) disposed on the drive shaft for rotation therewith, 
said drive shaft and one or more rollers being captively supported within said first 
portion of the casing, and a drive gear (13) for rotating the drive shaft the pickup roller 
being configured, in use, to pick up and drive a sheet of said print media through said 
exit opening (12a) wherein said pickup roller assembly is enclosed by the first portion of 
the casing with the exception of the drive gear, said drive gear protruding from said 
casing such that said drive gear can be engaged by a complementary gear of a printer. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fujishiro et al. in view of Mclntyre et al. 

Fujishiro et al. teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the above rejection of 
claim 1, except the cartridge having a second portion for housing a supply of ink. 

With respect to claims 3, 6, 7, 8 and 10, Mclntyre et al. teaches a cartridge 
wherein the casing further includes a second portion for housing a supply of ink (38), a 
cartridge wherein the second portion of the casing is segregated into a plurality of 
distinct chambers for storing a plurality of different inks (Fig. 2), a cartridge wherein 
each of said ink storage chambers has a corresponding ink outlet, that prior to the 
cartridge first use, is closed by a pierceable seal (See Col. 4, lines 18 - 20), a cartridge 
wherein each ink outlet is in the form of a nozzle (Fig. 2) adapted to connect with a 
corresponding ink connection (Fig. 8, 62) means provided on the printing device with 
which the cartridge is to be used and a cartridge wherein the casing includes a first 
print media storage molding (Fig. 2), a second ink storage molding (Fig. 2) and an 
intermediate molding (Fig. 2) that serves to complete and enclose said print media and 
ink storage moldings, whilst simultaneously interconnecting the two. 

It would have been obvious to modify Fujishiro et al. to have a the cartridge 
having a second portion for housing a supply of ink as taught by Mclntyre et al. Since 
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Mclntyre et al. teaches that combining media and ink in a single cartridge is desirable 
for creating a compact device having improved versatility. 

With respect to claim 4, Fujishiro et al. teaches a cartridge wherein a drive gear 
(13) extends at least partially outside the casing and is configured to engage a 
corresponding powered gear provided in the printing device with which the cartridge is 
to be used (Fig. 1). 

With respect to claim 5, Fujishiro et al. teaches a cartridge wherein the drive gear 
(13) is configured to engage a powered provided on the printing device by means of an 
aperture (12a) provided in said casing. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fujishiro 
et al. in view of Mclntyre et al. and further in view of Fong et al. 

With respect to claim 9, Fujishiro et al. and Mclntyre et al. together teach all that 
is claimed except a cartridge wherein the ink storage portion is defined at least in part 
by a collapsible membrane. 

Fong et al. teaches a cartridge (Fig. 1 ) wherein the ink storage portion is defined 
at least in part by a collapsible membrane (15). 

It would have been obvious to further modify Fujishiro et al. to have a cartridge 
wherein the ink storage portion is defined at least in part by a collapsible membrane as 
taught by Fong et al. so as to provide an efficient means for replenishing the ink in the 
cartridge. 
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Response to Arguments 

. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 3-10 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Specifically, Fujishiro et al. has been added to teach a cartridge having a media 
storage and a pickup roller enclosed in the cartridge. Also, Mclntyre et al. teaches the 
claimed language of have a second portion for storing ink. Also, Fong et al has been 
added to teach a collapsible membrane. 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the. date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marvin P. Crenshaw whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2158. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew HIrshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



872-9306. 
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